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Chapter 1: Overview of Loudoun County Transit 

 
Loudoun County, Virginia is part of the Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV Metropolitan 
Area. The county population was estimated to be 374,000 in 2016, more than double the 2000 
population, one of the fastest rates of population growth in the country. The population is forecast to 
increase to 415,000 by 2020.  

 

History 
 
Commuter Bus 

Commuter bus operations were initiated in Loudoun County in 1974 with the Sterling Commuter Bus 
(SCB) service.  This service was privately owned and operated, and carried passengers between eastern 
Loudoun County and destinations in Washington, D.C.  Beginning in 1989, the county subsidized the 
operation with gasoline tax funds, and later the service was expanded to western Loudoun.  In 1993, the 
service encountered significant financial difficulties that threatened continued operations, and in 1994 
Loudoun County assumed responsibility for the operation.   
 
From 1994 to 2003, the commuter bus service was operated entirely by contract to the county, with the 
contractor providing the equipment (buses), fuel, and personnel.  Near the end of this time period, the 
contractor was operating a total of 17 buses with approximately 500 riders per day.  As the system grew 
in size and complexity, the disadvantages of the fully contracted model became apparent, including but 
not limited to: 

¶ Many contractors do not have the resources to purchase or secure leases for a fleet of the scale 
required by the county, and 

¶ Contractors generally provide touring coaches to handle standees on the service, which cannot 
accommodate electronic fareboxes, and are not fully accessible to patrons with various 
disabilities.   

 
In 2002, County staff members were directed to initiate and complete an analysis, using consultant 
services, in order to determine the most cost effective program structure for the commuter bus service.  
The study was completed in May, 2002 by the KFH Group, Inc., and defined an integrated and financially 
achievable program of transit improvements for a 10-year period.  The analysis indicated that 
substantial savings could be achieved through an operating model where Loudoun County would 
purchase and own the buses, provide the fuel and storage, and the operation and maintenance 
functions would be contracted to a private transportation company, acquired through a competitive 
procurement process. This transit model at the time was successfully used by other regional jurisdictions 
including Fairfax and Arlington counties. Under the publicly-owned fleet model, it was determined that 
the county could achieve continuing program savings and advantages through the following: 

¶ Access to State Capital and Operating Assistance grants to fund purchase of equipment, develop 
transit-supportive infrastructure, and subsidize operating costs;  

¶ Lower financing costs for equipment purchases versus private contractors; 

¶ No requirement to pay motor fuels tax for county-owned vehicles; 

¶ 9ƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ǊƛŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ά[ƻǳŘƻǳƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅέ ōǊŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΤ ŀƴŘ 
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¶ A larger pool of potential contractors to bid on operations/maintenance of the service, resulting 
in more competitive proposals. 

 
The study also made the following recommendations with respect to the delivery of transit service: 

¶ Passenger fare collections should serve as an essential funding mechanism for operating costs; 

¶ Commuter route recommendations should include the Loudoun-Fairfax connection (to West 
Falls Church Metrorail Station) and a reverse commute route from West Falls Church to eastern 
Loudoun employment sites; and  

¶ The initial fixed-route service plan should include the establishment of five routes (Route 7 
corridor, Leesburg, Ashburn/Dulles, Sterling and Countryside). 

At the direction of the Board of Supervisors in 2003, the County adopted the current model to acquire 
and own the buses, and obtain fuel from county facilities.  Lƴ C¸ нллнΣ [ƻǳŘƻǳƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
Transportation Services (OTS) was established, incorporating some former components of the 
departments of Planning and General Services. An initial 22-bus purchase was funded through a 
combination of State transit grants and Lease/Purchase financing.  The buses purchased were Motor 
Coach Industries (MCI) 45-foot coach models, with 55 seats, a restroom, a wheel-chair lift, reading 
lamps, reclining seats, illuminator signs and the LC Transit logo on the outside of the bus.  The projected 
annual savings from purchasing the buses over long-term leases was projected to be approximately 
$15,000 per bus. County staff were given responsibility for route and schedule planning and schedule 
production, grants applications and administration, infrastructure planning, contract administration, 
budgeting and fare accounting, and all aspects of customer service and communications. A competitive 
procurement was conducted to select a professional transportation company to provide the service. 

In 2003, Metro connection service was introduced from a proffered park and ride lot in Cascades to the 
West Falls Church Metro Station. Buses completed one trip to Metro before initiating a later trip from 
the Dulles North Transit Center (DNTC) to the District. Later in 2003, Reverse Commute Service was 
added which allowed buses returning from the West Falls Church Metro Station to bring riders to 
employment sites in Eastern Loudoun. In 2005, service was streamlined to shorten rider trip time by 
providing non-stop service directly from Purcellville and Leesburg into Rosslyn and the District. In 2007, 
staff applied for a demonstration grant to acquire seven dedicated buses and to commence service from 
a proffered 250-space park and ride lot in Dulles South. In response to parking capacity issues at the 
DNTC, in 2009, the Ashburn North Park and Ride lot was acquired, and the following year an agreement 
was developed with Christian Fellowship Church on Beaumeade Circle for the donation of additional 
parking.  

Lƴ нлммΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ȅǎƻƴǎ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ƻŦ tƘŀǎŜ L ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƭƭŜǎ wŀƛƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ 
Transportation Management Program (TMP). This service was implemented as a temporary service to 
reduce traffic congestion through and around the Tysons Corner area while rail was under construction. 
The service was 100 percent funded by the rail project until construction was completed in late July 
2014. Once construction was completed, the agreement was to eliminate the Tysons Express Service 
and absorb the 4 MCI coaches into the existing Loudoun County commuter bus fleet, which occurred in 
August 2015.  
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In FY 2013, the Department of Transportation & Capital Infrastructure (DTCI) was established by merging 
the majority of the Capital Construction Division, formerly part of the Department of Construction and 
Waste Management, with the Office of Transportation Services. Currently, DTCI is responsible for 
ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƻŘŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ǌƻad development, 
pedestrian and bicycle accommodations, traffic improvement implementation, transit and commuter 
services planning and management, and capital infrastructure planning, design and construction. 

In November 2014, Loudoun County completed the construction and opened the Transit Maintenance 
and Operations Facility at the Government Support Center. The $12M facility was constructed with 
funds from the Commonwealth of Virginia and local funding.  In 2014, the Board approved the purchase 
of three additional motor coach buses to address long haul commuter capacity issues.  

With the opening of the Metrorail Silver Line in 2014, Silver Line Metro Connection service was started 
providing service from several park and ride lots to the new Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail station, the 
westernmost station on Phase I of the Dulles Rail Project. This new service included trips from Loudoun 
Station, a new park and ride lot on the site of the planned Ashburn Metrorail station, to be completed as 
part of Phase II of the Silver Line. 

Local Bus 

Prior to October 2013, local bus service in Loudoun was operated by Virginia Regional Transit (VRT). On 
February 1, 2013 the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) confirmed that 
following the 2010 U.S. Census, Loudoun County fell partially within the Washington, D.C. urbanized 
area, and that effective October 1, 2013 most of the current Loudoun County and Leesburg transit 
routes operated by VRT would no longer qualify for Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 5311 funding 
for rural areas. Only the Purcellville Connector fixed route and the three rural on-demand routes 
(Ashburn, Middleburg, and Lovettsville) remained eligible for FTA rural ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ ±w¢Ωǎ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ 
remained in place through the end of the federal fiscal year, September 30, 2013.  

On October 1, 2013, Loudoun County assumed responsibility for the local fixed route service. On 
September 4, 2013 the Board authorized (9-0) the Purchasing Agent to award an emergency contract in 
the amount of $3 million for continuation of the local fixed route bus and Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) paratransit service for nine months until a competitive bidding process could be completed.  

The loss of federal funding in FY 2014 and the assumption of funding related responsibility prompted 
the County to conduct a comprehensive evaluation of local transit service. Furthermore, the beginning 
of Phase I operations of the Silver Line in 2014 was expected to affect ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
transit service. Recognizing the complexity and urgency of the situation, DRPT agreed to fund a 
consultant led project to analyze the current local fixed route operations and make recommendations 
for service delivery in FY 2015 and beyond. The Town of Leesburg participated in the study as a 
stakeholder. The resulting Loudoun County Transit Management Analysis Report was presented to the 
Board on November 15, 2013. The study evaluated route coverage, ridership, operating costs, and user 
demographics. On December 4, 2013, the Board approved and endorsed the staff-proposed changes to 
the local fixed route and ADA paratransit and directed staff to forward those changes to DRPT for 
inclusion in the 2013 update to the TDP; develop the FY 2015 budget using the endorsed routes; and to 
proceed with the procurement of a contract to operate the local fixed route service for a minimum of 
three years beginning on July 1, 2014. The motion for approval was amended to include a directive for 
staff to study households in the area bounded by the Greenway to the North, Belmont Ridge Road to 
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ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘΣ 5ǳƭƭŜǎ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ tǊƛƴŎŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ 
interest in additional local fixed transit services. 

On May 21, 2014, the Board approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Town of 
Leesburg to determine the established baseline local transit routes, funding levels and performance 
levels of service within the Town limits. The parties to the MOU agreed to the following: 

¶ A revised set of proposed Leesburg bus routes; 

¶ Town funding plan to support the proposed Leesburg routes; 

¶ Town endorsement of the single contract option covering both the County and the Town for the 
procurement of local fixed route transit service; 

¶ County transit plans will establish the baseline of service; 

¶ The County will be the designated recipient for all state grant funds in the future and that the FY 
2015 state grant awards designate for the Town service were to be re-directed to the County; 

¶ The FY 2015 comprehensive TDP update will plan for all County-managed services, inclusive of 
those routes operating within Leesburg; 

¶ Responsibilities for ownership and maintenance of bus stop signs and shelters, and 

¶ Town responsibility for the fiscal impact of weekend or unique service over and above the 
baseline recommended service. 

Governance  
Loudoun County Transit service is operated by Loudoun County, which is administered by an elected 
Board of Supervisors. The Loudoun County Board of Supervisors has a Chairman elected by the voters at 
large and eight other supervisors elected from eight county election districts. All nine members serve 
concurrent terms of four years. A new term began on January 1, 2016. The members of the Board of 
Supervisors for 2016-2019 are as follows: 

¶ Phyllis J. Randall, Chair  

¶ Ralph M. Buona, Vice Chair, Ashburn District  

¶ Suzanne M. Volpe, Algonkian District 

¶ Tony R. Buffington Jr., Blue Ridge District 

¶ Ron A. Meyer Jr., Broad Run District 

¶ Geary M. Higgins, Catoctin District 

¶ Matthew F. Letourneau, Dulles District 

¶ Kristen C. Umstattd, Leesburg District 

¶ Koran T. Saines, Sterling District 

The Board appoints a County Administrator who manages county operations; the Planning Commission, 
which serves in an advisory capacity on land use issues; and various other boards and commissions that 
provide recommendations to the Board of Supervisors to assist in its decision making. 

On September 16, 2015, the Board of Supervisors created a new Transit Advisory Board to replace the 
previous Commuter Bus Advisory Board. The TAB advises the county staff on matters related to transit 
service. The new TAB includes 15 voting members, nine (9) members appointed by the Board, one (1) 
member representing the Disabilities Services Board, one (1) member representing the Loudoun County 
Chamber of Commerce, one (1) member representing the Loudoun County Economic Development  
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Advisory Commission and three (3) members recommended by staff representing each mode of the 
transit service (Long Haul-Commuter, Metro Connection, and Local Fixed Route). 
 

Organizational Structure 
Figure 1 illustrates an organizational chart for the commuter bus service. Funding decisions regarding 
Loudoun County Transit service are made by the County Board of Supervisors. The planning, day-to-
day oversight of operations and customer service functions are the responsibility of the Transportation 
Division, which is part of the Transportation and Capital Infrastructure Department (TCID). 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
County staff in the Transportation Division is responsible for route and schedule planning and schedule 
production, grants applications and administration, infrastructure planning, contract administration, 
budgeting and fare accounting, and all aspects of customer service and communications. County 
transportation employees are not represented by a union. A competitive procurement is used to select a 
professional transportation company to operate the service. In July 2014, the County awarded a 
contract to Veolia (now Transdev) to operate the commuter service.  The general terms of the Transdev 
contract are as follows:  

¶ The initial term of the contract ends on June 30, 2019; 

¶ One five year renewal option is available; 

¶ Upon the opening of Metrorail service in Loudoun County, the parties will mutually agree on a 
new service hourly rate for the bus operation; 

¶ Customer demand may cause the addition of buses to be added to the fleet and additional 
buses will be incorporated at the agreed service hourly rate; 

¶ The rate structure for the contract is shown in Table 1. 
 

  

Board of Supervisors 

Tim Hemstreet,  
County Administrator 

 

Joe Kroboth, Director 
Kathleen Leidich, Assistant Director 

Transportation and Capital Infrastructure 

 

Scott W Gross, Transit and Commuter 
Services Division Manager 

 Figure 1: Loudoun County Transit 
Organizational Reporting 
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Table 1: Transdev Contract Rate Schedule 

Fiscal Year Commuter Bus 
per Service Hour 

Shuttle Bus 
per Service 

Hour 

Bus Lease Rate 
per Bus per Year 

Commuter Bus 
Annual Increase 

Shuttle Bus 
Annual 
Increase 

2015 $122.13 $115.01 $29,279.25 n/a n/a 

2016 $129.56 $120.09 $29,280.25 6.1% 4.4% 

2017 $133.38 $122.63 $29,281.25 2.9% 2.1% 

2018 $137.93 $126.32 $29,282.25 3.4% 3.0% 

2019 $142.90 $130.30 $29,283.25 3.6% 3.2% 

2015-2019 
   

17.0% 13.3% 

 

Request for Proposal No. QQ-01845 was issued on February 12, 2014 for the Local Fixed Route Transit 
and ADA Compliant Paratransit Service. On June 18, 2014, the Board approved a contract to award the 
Local Fixed Route and ADA Compliant Paratransit Bus Service contract to MV Transportation, in the 
amount of $14,151,942. MV Transportation staff dedicated to the Loudoun Service consists of seven 
supervisory and administrative personnel, four mechanics, cleaners and utility staff, 54 full-time drivers 
and four part-time drivers. The general terms of the MV Transportation contract are as follows: 

¶ MV Transportation provides the bus fleet under this contract (under a different model from the 
Commuter Bus Service contract). 

¶ The proposed pricing included three separate scenarios: First, assuming the contract was to be 
administered by Loudoun County for both the County service areas and those within the Town 
of Leesburg. Second, assuming there would be two independent contracts individually and 
separately administered by the County and the Town of Leesburg; and finally, the third 
assuming a single contract covering only the County service area, and excluding the Town of 
Leesburg area. The first scenario was implemented by the Board. 

The rate structure for the MV Transportation contract is summarized in Table 2. 

 
Table 2: MV Transportation Contract Rate Structure 

Fiscal Year Local Bus 
per Service 

Hour 

Paratransit 
per Service 

Hour 

Local Bus 
Annual 
Change 

Paratransit 
Annual 
Change 

2015 $64.44 $74.05 n/a n/a 

2016 $62.77 $72.71 -3% -2% 

2017 $63.68 $74.02 1% 2% 

2018 $66.30 $77.06 4% 4% 

2019 $67.79 $78.80 2% 2% 

2015-2019 
  

5% 6% 

 

On September 1, 2014 MV Transportation initiated operations under the new service provider contract.  
The local fixed-route bus system provides fourteen routes, three of which are operated within the Town 
ƻŦ [ŜŜǎōǳǊƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǳǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άƘǳōέ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ 
more routes. The County also operates the paratransit service, available to eligible riders taking trips 
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with one end within three-quarters of a mile of a local fixed route. The paratransit program is fully 
compliant with the rules and regulations of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

Transit Services Provided and Areas Served 
There are two transit operators providing service within Loudoun County. Loudoun County Transit 
operates commuter express routes and most local service.  Virginia Regional Transit operates the 
Purcellville Connector fixed route and demand response in Western Loudoun. VRT is not the subject of 
this TDP, and its services are discussed only where they relate to Loudoun County Transit.  

Local Service 
Loudoun County Transit (LCT) provides local bus service in the eastern part of the county; specifically, in 
Sterling, Ashburn, and Leesburg. In 2015 LCT for the first time offered local service in South Riding, 
Brambleton, and Stone Ridge. Three of the local routes (83, 84, and 72) serve Wiehle-Reston East 
Metrorail station. Some funding is provided by the Town of Leesburg for routes within its jurisdiction. 
George Washington University contributes to the cost of service to its Loudoun campus. LCT also 
provides ADA paratransit within ¾ of a mile of these routes for those unable to use fixed-route bus. 
Approximately 25 vehicles are used in peak service on these routes, including paratransit. As of 
September 2015, all local buses are equipped with bike racks.  

LCT has an arrangement with the Town of Leesburg regarding the maintenance of bus stop signs and 
shelters. In 2014, LCT received a report proposing improvements to bus stops and guidelines for bus 
stop placement and design. Bus stop accessibility improvements are planned, as described in Chapter 6. 
Almost all local bus riders walk to and from transit stops. Streets in Leesburg and other urban areas 
generally have sidewalks. It is the county policy to provide sidewalks in urban areas. In some places, 
crossing streets can be difficult for pedestrians. For example, there is no safe crossing of Route 15 at 
Fort Evans Road in Leesburg, and for this reason the Safe-T-Ride shuttle is provided to connect shopping 
centers on either side of Route 15. In more recently developed areas such as Ashburn, minor 
intersections along parkways are generally controlled by stop signs rather than traffic signals, and it may 
be difficult for pedestrians to find a sufficient gap to cross the street. 

Long Haul Commuter Service 
LCT provides express commuter service from park and ride lots in Purcellville, Hamilton, Leesburg, 
Ashburn, Brambleton, and Stone Ridge to Arlington and downtown DC. The Long Haul routing and stops 
in Arlington and Washington, D.C. are shown in Figure 2. Approximately 55 vehicles are needed to 
provide this service. Because the service is express, peak-period commuter service, no separate ADA 
paratransit service is provided. The county policy is to provide pedestrian connections from park and 
ride lots to adjacent sidewalks in suburban areas and also to provide bus shelters and bike racks at park 
and rides. The commuter service does not stop at on-street bus stops. 

Metro Connection Commuter Service 
LCT provides Metro Connection commuter service from park and ride lots in Purcellville, Hamilton, 
Leesburg, Ashburn, Brambleton, and South Riding to Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail station, and also 
from park and ride lots in Potomac Falls to West Falls Church Metrorail station. Approximately 13 
vehicles are required to operate this service. As with the Long Haul service, ADA paratransit is not 
provided and the routes only serve park and ride lots, not on-street stops.  
 
All commuter service, Long Haul and Metro Connection, operates on weekdays only. The following 
sections provide a more detailed description of Loudoun County Transit routes. 
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Long Haul Routes 

Ashburn NorthτDC (Route 100) 
This route serves the Ashburn North, Telos, and Christian Fellowship Church park and ride lots (each 
trip serving either two or all three park and ride lots), with one trip beginning at the Dulles North Transit 
Center. There are 11 inbound trips in the morning, of which some include a stop in Rosslyn. Three of the 
11 trips go to Crystal City and the other eight trips go into Washington, D.C. and serve the State 

Department, K Street and 14th Street. There are 11 scheduled trips from Washington, D.C. to Christian 
Fellowship Church and Ashburn North, with 9 of those trips also serving Telos in the afternoon peak 
period. Two of these trips begin in Crystal City. The other trips begin in Washington, D.C. Some trips 
include a stop at the Dulles North Transit Center before continuing to Christian Fellowship Church and 
Ashburn North. One additional early trip is also scheduled from Dulles North Transit Center. 
 

 Number of Trips 

Ashburn NorthτDC Span of Service AM Peak Midday PM Peak 

Weekday 5:00 ς 9:00 AM 
2:00 ς 7:00 PM 

11 1 11 

 

Figure 2: Loudoun County Commuter Service Routing in Downtown D.C. and Arlington 
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Dulles North Transit CenterτDC (Route 300) 
The Dulles North Transit Center park and ride lot receives the highest level of commuter service. In the 
morning, there are 22 trips that operate from Dulles North, of which 18 operate into the central 
Washington, D.C. area. Ten of these 22 trips include a stop in Rosslyn. One morning trip goes to the 
Pentagon. The remaining trips go into Washington, D.C. and serve the State Department, K Street, 14th 
Street and Independence Avenue. In the afternoon, there are 26 scheduled peak period trips from 
Washington, D.C. (many of these trips continue from Dulles North to other park and ride lots). Some 
afternoon trips originate from the Crystal City-Pentagon area. Many of these trips also include a stop in 
Rosslyn. Late morning and late evening service is provided via Metro Connection trips departing from 
Wiehle-Reston East Metro between 8:43 and 9:33 in the morning (from Dulles North) and between 7:15 
and 8:40 in the evening from the Metrorail station. 

 Number of Trips 

DNTCτDC Span of Service AM Peak Midday PM Peak 

Weekday 5:20 ς 10:00 AM 
12:45 ς 7:00 PM 

22 1 
 

30 

 

Dulles South / BrambletonτDC (Route 200) 
There are nine morning trips from Dulles South and three from Brambleton. One of the Dulles South 
morning trips serves Crystal City and the Pentagon only. The remaining trips go into Washington, D.C. 
and serve the State Department, K Street, 14th Street and Independence Avenue (not all trips serve all 
DC stops). Some trips also stop in Rosslyn. In the afternoon peak, there are 11 trips that serve Dulles 
South and five trips that serve Brambleton (one serves both park and rides, so the total number of 
evening trips is 14). Many of the evening trips include a stop at Dulles North before continuing on to 
Dulles South. One trip originates from Crystal City; the other trips originate from Washington, D.C. On 
Fridays only there is an early afternoon return trip to Dulles North with connecting shuttle service to 
Dulles South (but not to Brambleton). 

 Number of Trips 

Dulles South / 
BrambletonτDC 

Span of Service AM Peak Midday PM Peak 

Weekday 5:20 ς 9:30 AM 
3:00 ς 7:15 PM 

12 1 
(Friday) 

14 

 

Purcellville, Hamilton, LeesburgτDC (Route 400) 
There are 18 Long Haul morning trips from the Leesburg park and ride lot, of which one serves Crystal 
City and the Pentagon only and the remainder serve Washington, D.C. The five earliest morning trips 
originate at the Purcellville park and ride (currently at St Andrew Presbyterian Church). One of these five 
trips and four of the later trips originate at the Harmony park and ride in Hamilton. There are also two 
morning trips that originate at Harmony and do not serve Leesburg (for a total of seven morning trips 
from Harmony).  
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In the afternoon peak period, there are 22 trips from Washington, D.C. to these park and rides, of which 
three terminate at Leesburg and do not serve the other two lots, and of which one skips Leesburg and 
serves the other two. There is also one early afternoon trip that serves Leesburg and Harmony and 
continues to Purcellville on Fridays only. 

 Number of Trips 

LeesburgτDC Span of Service AM Peak Midday PM Peak 

Weekday 5:00 ς 9:30 AM 
3:15 ς 9:20 PM 

18 1 
 

22 

 

Metro Connection Routes 

As of FY2018 there were seven Metro Connection routes, listed below. The routes that were added in 
2015 use a two-digit number followed by and X. It is planned to adopt this system for numbering all of 
the Metro Connection routes. The other routes are listed below by their run numbers (which are 
different for inbound and outbound trips). The Metro Connection routes are mapped in Figure. (The 
map excludes route 990/991, which provides a small number of reverse peak trips to a variety of 
different offices.) 

901/902 Potomac FallsτWest Falls Church 
This route offers nine morning trips from four park and ride lots in the Potomac Falls area to the 
Metrorail Orange Line at the West Falls Church Metrorail station. Each morning trip stops at three of the 
four park and rides on the route. All but three morning trips begin at Broad Run Farms (Galilee 
Methodist Church), and all trips stop at Community Lutheran Church. Seven trips serve Our Lady of Hope 
and seven trips serve Lowes Island (Great Falls Plaza). In the evening, all 10 trips serve each of the four 
park and ride lots.  

 Number of Trips 

Potomac Falls Span of Service AM Peak Midday PM Peak 

Weekday 5:05 ς 9:00 AM 
3:45 ς 7:55 PM 

9 n/a 10 

 

921/922 Harmony and Leesburgτ Wiehle-Reston East 
Six morning peak trips and 9 evening peak trips operate between the Harmony and Leesburg park and 
ride lots and Wiehle-Reston East Metro station. The three last trips, departing Wiehle at 7:45, 8:10, and 
8:40, are operated as part of Route 925/926 and serve any of the Metro Connection park and ride lots as 
requested. 

 Number of Trips 

Harmony & Leesburg Span of Service AM Peak Midday PM Peak 

Weekday 4:46 ς 8:20 AM 
3:15 ς 8:40 PM 

6 n/a 10 

 

923/924 Goose Creek Village and Broadlandsτ Wiehle-Reston East 
Eight morning peak trips and 11 evening peak trips serve the Goose Creek Village and Broadlands 772 
park and ride lots and end at the Wiehle-Reston East Metro station. The last three trips, departing 
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Wiehle at 7:45, 8:10, and 8:40, serve DNTC, Loudoun Station, Broadlands, Goose Creek Village, Leesburg, 
Harmony, and St Andrews (skipping those not requested on a particular trip). 

 

 Number of Trips 

Goose Creek Village & 
Broadlands 

Span of Service AM Peak Midday PM Peak 

Weekday 5:05 ς 8:30 AM 
3:25 ς 8:40 PM 

9 n/a 11 

 

925/926 Loudoun StationτWiehle-Reston East 
Twelve morning and 13 afternoon peak period trips operate between the Loudoun Station park and 
ride, located in Ashburn, and the Silver Line. The last three trips, departing Wiehle at 7:45, 8:10, and 
8:40, serve DNTC, Loudoun Station, Broadlands, Goose Creek Village, Leesburg, Harmony, and St 
Andrews (skipping those not requested on a particular trip). 

 

 Number of Trips 

Loudoun Station Span of Service AM Peak Midday PM Peak 

Weekday 4:40 ς 9:25 AM 
3:30 ς 8:40 PM 

12 n/a 13 

 

990/991 Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail τLoudoun (Reverse Commute) 
There are eight morning trips from the Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail station. Route patterns vary 
greatly, and include service to Verizon, AOL, Raytheon, and Loudoun County Government Center. There 
are eight peak afternoon trips 

 Number of Trips 

Reverse Commute Span of Service AM Peak Midday PM Peak 

Weekday 6:15 ς 9:00 AM 
3:35 ς 6:00 PM 

8 n/a 6 

 

87X: Dulles Town Center ς Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail Station 
This route operates between the Dulles Town Center park and ride lot and Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail 
station every 20 minutes during the peak on weekdays. On weekdays, midday service is provided by 
local routes 83 and 84. 

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

Dulles Town Center Span of Service AM 
Peak 

Midday PM 
Peak 

Weekday 4:40 AM ς 8:54 AM 
4:00 PM ς 7:39 PM 

13 n/a 9 
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88X: East Gate ς Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail Station 
This route operates between the East Gate park and ride lot and Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail station 
every 30 minutes during peak periods only. 
 

  Number of Trips 

East Gate Span of Service AM 
Peak 

Midday PM 
Peak 

Weekday 5:00 AM ς 9:10 AM 
3:35 PM ς 7:25 PM 

9 n/a 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3: Metro Connection Routes 

 
 
** 89X ς Route was discontinued in FY 2017 due to lack of ridership 



Loudoun County Page 13 May 2016 
Transit Development Plan: FY 2018 ς 2023 

Figure 3: Metro Connection Routes 

 
 
** 89X ς Route was discontinued in FY 2017 due to lack of ridership 
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Local Routes 

Loudoun County, through a contact with MV Transportation, provides all of the local fixed route bus 
transportation in the county except for Route 40, which is operated by VRT. The fixed route service is 
designed to facilitate route-to-route transfer opportunities among local Loudoun routes at hub locations 
in Leesburg, Dulles Town Center, and at Inova Loudoun Hospital.  Connections are also provided to 
Fairfax County buses at the Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail station and Dranesville Town Center. The 
following paragraphs describe the local routes in Loudoun County as they were following changes 
implemented in August 2015. The weekday routes are mapped in Figure 4, excluding Route 86 (which is 
a commuter shuttle from remote parking to Dulles North Transit Center). The four routes that operate 
on Saturdays are mapped in Figure 5. 
 
Route 40: Purcellville Connector (operated by VRT) 
This route operates between Leesburg and Purcellville primarily along Route 7.  Major stops include the 
Loudoun County Government Center, the community of Hamilton, Patrick Henry College, the Loudoun 
Valley Community Center, and Giant grocery store.  The service operates hourly, weekdays only. 
  

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

40: Purcellville Connector Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς6:00 PM 60 60 n/a 

 
Route 54: Leesburg Safe-T-Ride 
This route is a free shuttle service, funded by the Town of Leesburg and the county.  It provides riders 
with a safe alternative to crossing the Route 15 Bypass on foot in the vicinity of Fort Evans and Edwards 
Ferry Roads.  

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

54 Leesburg Safe-T-Ride Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς7:00 PM 20 20 20 

Saturdays/Sundays 9:00 AM ς 6:00 PM 20 20 20 

 
Route 55: Exeter/Tuscora 
This route runs between Exeter Apartments and Tuscora Apartments via the Loudoun County 
Government Center in Leesburg. Other major stops include the Madison House, Food Lion, the Leesburg 
Post Office, Paxton Campus special education center, and Southgate medical offices. Major streets 
served by the route include Market Street, Edwards Ferry Road, King Street, and Plaza Street. 
 

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

55 Exeter/Tuscora Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς 6:00 PM 60 60 n/a 
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Route 56: Rust Library/ Ida Lee/County Complex 
This route runs between the Rust Library and the County Complex via the Loudoun County Government 
Center in Leesburg. Other major stops include Inova Loudoun Hospital (Leesburg) and Ida Lee Senior 
Park. Major streets served by the route include King Street, Market Street, Miller Drive, and Plaza Street. 
 

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

56 Rust Library/Ida Lee/ 
County Complex 

Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς 6:00 PM 60 60 n/a 

 
Route 57: ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀǘ [ŜŜǎōǳǊƎκ²ŜƎƳŀƴΩs 
This route runs between the Loudoun County Government Center and ²ŜƎƳŀƴΩǎ. Other major stops 
include the Leesburg Corner Premium Outlets, Potomac Station Marketplace, and the Shenandoah 
Building. Major streets served by the route include Market Street, Fort Evans Road, Butterfield Parkway, 
Potomac Station Drive, and River Creek Parkway. 

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

57 Village at Leesburg/ 
²ŜƎƳŀƴΩǎ 

Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς 6:00 PM 60 60 n/a 

Saturday 10:00 AM ς 9:00 PM 60 60 60 

 
Route 62: Ashburn Connector 
Beginning at Inova Loudoun Hospital, this route generally follows Gloucester Parkway and Ashburn 
Village Boulevard ǘƻ !ǎƘōȅ tƻƴŘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƛŘŘŀȅ ǘǊƛǇǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǎƘōǳǊƴ ²ŜƎƳŀƴΩǎΦ hǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
stops include the Ashburn Village Giant, Potomac Green, and Wingler House. Service is provided hourly 
on weekdays only. 

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

62 Ashburn  Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς 7:00 PM 60 60 n/a 

 
Route 70: Leesburg-Sterling 
This route operates in the Route 7 corridor between the Loudoun County Government Center in 
Leesburg and NVCC Loudoun Campus. Other major stops include Evans Ridge Apartments, Riverside 
Parkway, Inova Loudoun Hospital, George Washington University Virginia Graduate Campus (GWU), and 
Dulles Town Center. Weekday service is provided every 30 minutes on weekdays until 7:00 PM, and 
hourly between 7:00 PM and 10 PM. Saturday service is provided hourly; the Saturday route skips GWU 
and central Leesburg, and is truncated at the Shenandoah Building.  

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

70 Leesburg-Sterling Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς 10:00 PM 30 30 60 

Saturday 8:00 AM ς 10:00 PM 60 60 60 
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Route 72: Wiehle Express 
This route runs between Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail station and Inova Loudoun Hospital. Other major 
stops include George Washington University and One Loudoun. Service is provided on a variable 
headway, weekdays only, but generally buses arrive every 30 minutes during peak periods and 45 
minutes during the midday.  

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

72 Wiehle Express Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 6:00 AM ς 8:30 PM 30 45 n/a 

 
Route 80: Sugarland Run Connector 
This route runs between Enterprise and Maple (William Waters House) in Sterling and the Northern 
Virginia Community College (NVCC) Loundon campus. Other major stops include Cascade Village and the 
Dranesville Town Center, where riders can connect to Route 924, a Fairfax Connector route. Service is 
provided hourly, weekdays only. 
 

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

80 Sugarland Run Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς 7:00 PM 60 60 n/a 

 
Route 81: Countryside Connector 
This route runs in a loop in Countryside via Atlantic Boulevard, Harry Byrd Highway, Winding Road, 
Sutherlin Place, Spotswood Road, McPherson Circle, Countryside Boulevard, Cromwell Road, Triple 
Seven Road, Pidgeon Hill Drive, and City Center Boulevard. Dulles Town Center, Regal Cinemas, and the 
Villas of Countryside are major stops on this route. Service is provided every 30 minutes on weekdays 
only. 

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

81 Countryside Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς 7:00 PM 30 30 n/a 

 
Route 82: Sterling Connector 
This route runs between Dulles Town Center and William Waters House. Other major stops include the 
Orbital corporate campus, Wal-Mart and the DMV. Major streets served include Atlantic Boulevard, 
Holly Avenue, Magnolia Road, and Sterling Boulevard. Service is provided every 45 minutes on weekdays 
and hourly on Saturdays. 

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

82 Sterling Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς 10:00 PM 45 45 45 

Saturday 8:00 AM ς 9:50 PM 60 60 60 

 
Route 83: Pacific Connector 
This route runs between Dulles Town Center and Wiehle-Reston East Metrorail Station. Other major 
stops include Dulles 28 Center, and corporate offices of Raytheon and AOL. The route makes local stops 
along Pacific Boulevard, and then runs express via the Dulles Toll Road. Service is provided every 90 
minutes on weekdays only.  

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

83 Pacific Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς 7:00 PM 90 90 n/a 
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Route 84: Atlantic Connector 
This route runs between Dulles Town Center and Wiehle-Reston East Metro. Other major stops include 
Wal-Mart and the corporate offices of Orbital. The route makes local stops along Atlantic Boulevard, and 
then runs express via the Dulles Toll Road. Service is provided hourly on weekdays only.  

  Avg. Frequency  (minutes) 

84 Atlantic Span of Service Peak Midday Evening 

Weekday 7:00 AM ς 8:00 PM 60 60 60 

Saturday 8:00 AM ς 8:00 PM 60 60 60 
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Figure 4: Local Bus Routes, Weekday          Route 85 was cancelled in FY 2017 (lack of ridership) 

 


























































































































































































































































































































































